
Four years on the yard are fast coming to and end for the class of  2006.  The parents’ Club of 
Northern Virginia would like to wish our soon to be new Ensigns and Second Lieutenants  
the best of luck, calm seas and fair winds. 

To the parents that have supported the club over the last four years, many thanks!  A special 
thanks to Matt Leavitt  and his beautiful bride Maria for their endless hospitality in support of 
the club. 

Commissioning week is full of activities that are to many to mention here. Be sure to visit the 
Academy’s website at: 

www.usna.edu/Schedules/pdf/2006CWSKEDEX.pdf   for the complete schedule of events.  

Service selection is complete and here are the first assignments for our new officers: 

Jeremy Biggs      Info unavailable at printing                                                         
Amanda Canedo Navy     Surface Warfare USS Cole                                              
Chris Hermeling  Navy     Medical Corps    Med School                       Bethesda   
David Hooper     Navy     Surface Warfare USS Whidbey Island        Little Creek 
Shane Kigin         Navy     Naval Aviation   Flight School                     Pensacola      
Joseph Leavitt     Navy     Submarines        Nuc. Pwr.School               Charleston 
Chris Miosi         Info unavailable at printing                                                              
Kate Mortenson  Navy     Medical Corps    Med School                       Bethesda     
Tim O’Keefe       USMC  Marine Air         TBS                                   Quantico        
Michael Quin      USMC  Marine Air         TBS                                   Quantico  
Nathen Richard  Navy     Naval Aviation   Flight School                     Pensacola 
Robert Richards Navy     Naval Aviation   Flight School                     Pensacola  
Brian Sanchez     Navy     Surface Warfare USS Cole                                              
Scott Hackman   Navy     Submarines        Nuc. Pwr. School              Charleston   
Anthony WilliamsNavy    Naval Aviation   Flight School                     Pensacola
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Each summer between academic 
years our Mids go off to a whole new 
set of experiences to better prepare 
them for life in the fleet as either Na-
val officers or Officer of Marines.  

The following summary is taken from 
the admissions section of the acad-
emy website: 

���������	�
�����
�
 �


����
������
������
��
�����
 �


������
�������

 �


�����
����

�����

��
���
 �


������
������
���
����������
��
�
  


����������
��
����!"�#�
����$
%���&�'
 (


"�#�
������
 )


��������	������
���

���
���

��
�


��
��

��
��

��
��


�
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

��

�

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
��



��

�

���������

Welcome Aboard Picnic 
 
Mark Saturday June 3, 2006 on your 
calendar for the Annual Welcome 
Aboard Picnic!  Join us to welcome 
the Class of 2010.  Details will be 
coming. 
 
To the class of 2009 and 2010 par-
ents,  we are always looking for 
members to participate in Club ac-
tivities and offices.    
Very little time commitment is re-
quired.  Please contact one of the 
current officers if you would like to 
help out! 
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(Cont. on page 3) 



Esteemed Fellow Parents of Midshipmen,  
 
This is the exciting time of the year on the Yard…  
 
Our 1/C Mids are already visualizing themselves as Ensigns 
and First Lieutenants. They’re planning out their summer 
leave times and looking forward to reporting to their ships or 
training pipelines to get on with the business of becoming 
junior officers. It is my conviction that as they face and over-
come the challenges before them their experiences at USNA 
will stand them in good stead, and that this will be the case 
whether they make a career of the Service or go on to later 
work in education, industry or any other endeavor. Of course 
there’s the final series of exams to confront and the excite-
ment and enjoyment of the Commissioning Week and gradua-
tion ceremony but they’re already ‘out there’ in the fleet for 
the most part. 
 
The class of 07 has already had the occasion to try on their 
new class rings, and the excitement of Ring Dance prepara-
tions is palpable. Less than a week after that they themselves 
become “Firsties” and will get their shot at running the Bri-
gade. Those selected for the summer Plebe Detail will get the 
opportunity to make a difference in the Class of 2010 and 
learn life-long lessons in leadership. All will get the chance to 
benefit from a diverse set of training opportunities during 
First Class Cruise.   
 
2008 is finishing up Youngster Year and preparing for their 
own summer training and leave schedules. Some will be in-
volved with the ‘Summer Seminar’ right after graduation; an-
other great opportunity to showcase the Academy for HS Jun-
ior Candidates and to learn themselves about responsibility 
and leadership. All will get a chance to get away from the 
Yard for their first ‘extended’ period on Leave and all will be 
able to get away from the class work to experience ‘hands on’ 
summer training.  
 

For our Plebes this is BIG. Sea Trials and Herndon are right 
around the corner and the prospect of no longer being Plebes 
is bright. They’ve had their own chance to observe both 
good - and in all likelihood - ‘fair’ leadership so far and the 
sharpest ones will not only know the difference but begin to 
fashion their own leadership styles based on that experience. 
The rigors of Chemistry, Calculus and the other core courses 
have challenged them but they’re ready to begin their Majors 
tracks next semester.  
 

So … with all this excite-
ment what is it that we as 
Parents can do to help sup-
port and continue to chal-
lenge our sons and daugh-
ters? Good question. Of 
course I have some ideas but 
I’d rather you hear it from 
the perspective of my good 

friend and our Annual Dinner guest speaker Art Athens. Art is 
a Colonel in the USMC reserves; I’ve known him for a long 
time as we were classmates at USNA. He and his wife Misty 
are an impressive couple and Art has been an outstanding 
Leader, in every sense of the word, for as long as I’ve known 
him. Currently he serves as a member of the USNA faculty 
with an appointment as the “Distinguished Military Professor 
of Leadership”, the first one to be honored with that designa-
tion. I have heard him speak on many occasions and I can 
guarantee that those of you who are able to attend our Annual 
Dinner on Wed the 26th will be impressed. So – come out and 
enjoy a nice meal with your friends and fellow parents of 
Mids!!  This being a week night with Exams approaching it’s 
not likely that your Mid will be able to get away and join us 
but they’re always welcome if they can swing it… See details 
elsewhere in the Newsletter and send in your RSVP and din-
ner selection as soon as you can. Maria and I hope to see you 
there!  
 

ceived both the Alumni Assoc. Award and coaches’ Calvert 
Award.  Upon graduation in 1978, he was commissioned in 
the U.S. Marine Corps.   

Col. Athens returned to the Academy to teach Computer Sci-
ence and was awarded the Clements Award as the Out-
standing Military Educator.  While assigned to the Academy 
he became a White House Fellow and served at NASA. 

Be sure to join the Parents’ Club for an enjoyable evening at 
the Army-Navy Country Club—Fairfax.  See flyer on page 4 
for details. 

On April 26th, the Parents’ Club has the privilege of  hearing 
from Col. Arthur Athens, USMCR at our annual dinner and 
membership meeting. 

The Superintendent of the US Naval Academy appointed Col. 
Athens as the Academy’s  first Distinguished Military Profes-
sor of Leadership on  July 14, 2003.  Col. Athens has a great 
history with the Academy both as a Midshipman and later as 
an instructor. 

While attending the Academy,  Midshipman Athens served as 
Brigade Commander, lettered in Varsity Lacrosse and re-
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….the sharpest ones will not 

only know the difference 

but begin to fashion their 

own leadership styles... 
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for someone to help Kevin and Linda McCook with the annual 
Holiday Ball (this coming year we will co-host it with the 
USNA Parents’ Club of Maryland). In addition there’s always 
room for help in our periodic events whether it’s the Candi-
dates Picnic, Fall Tailgate Party, Parents’ Club Pot-Luck or 
other ‘pop up’ events. So think about it and see about giving 
of your time. Our club exists to support Mids and their fami-
lies, and to have a good time doing it. A worthy objective 
don’t you think?   
 
Best to you all and GO NAVY // Matt  

At the Parents’ Club we’ve already begun to hear from fami-
lies of the Class of 2010. The official list of acceptances from 
the Admissions folks should be coming to us in the next cou-
ple of weeks and we’ll begin trying to contact families in our 
area to see how we can help. The annual ‘Candidate Picnic’ 
for 2010 is being planned for the 3rd of June; details to follow 
but for now please hold the date.  
 
Finally this is the time of year for our Parents’ Club annual 
elections. I will be working with Roy Radcliffe, our current 
Vice President to help ‘encourage’ volunteers but we’re al-
ways looking for input and new talent. This year we’re par-
ticularly looking for a volunteer from the Class of 2009 to 
serve as a Class Rep for our Board. We’re also looking 

Plebe Summer:  
This starts on Induction Day early in 
July. Areas of emphasis include mili-
tary indoctrination, physical educa-
tion, basic seamanship and sailing, 
small arms training, first aid and in-
troduction to personal computers. 

Third Class:  
In the Summer between your plebe and 
third class years, you will go to sea for 
three weeks in Yard Patrol craft to vari-
ous New England ports. Additionally, 
you will spend three weeks in either 44-
foot Naval Academy sailing sloops or 
participating in naval tactical training, 
which include simulating SEAL and 
Marine Corps operations and receiving indoctrination to the 
joint military arena. 

Second Class: 
During the summer before your second class year, you are 
introduced to every major branch of the Navy and Marine 
Corps. In one action-packed summer, you fly Navy aircraft in 
Pensacola, dive in a nuclear-powered submarine off the coast 
of Florida, and patrol, infiltrate and attack mock enemy posi-
tions in the forests of Virginia with the Marine Corps. You 
and your classmates will also report to Navy ships and sub-

marines around the world for second class cruise, You be-
come part of the crew for four weeks, 
taking part in drills, gunnery exercises 
and standing watches underway. This 
experience gives you first-hand knowl-
edge of the daily routine of the Navy at 
sea. You also learn to appreciate the 
talents, responsibilities and perspectives 
of the enlisted men and women you will 
later lead as an officer. 

First Class: 
In the final summer, you get the chance 
to put your leadership skills to the test, 

both in the fleet and at the academy. 
For four to eight weeks, you join a 
Navy or Marine Corps operational 

unit, and this time your duties are those of a junior officer. 
Depending on your career interests and qualifications, you 
can choose a surface warship, submarine, aircraft carrier 
or aviation squadron. Those midshipmen interested in 
choosing the Marine Corps after graduation may attend 
a four-week officer candidate course in Quantico, VA, 
with a follow-on four-week tour attached to a Fleet Ma-
rine Force unit. Selected midshipmen may also partici-
pate in a four-week internship in a wide variety of disci-
plines. 

bottles of water so you don’t become dehydrated. 

For the week’s schedule visit : 

www.usna.edu/Schedules/
pdf/20064CRecWkEx.pdf 

Where does a year go?  It seems like just a few weeks ago 
we were dropping off our “09’s for I-Day and what was the 
beginning of Plebe Summer. 

Now they are getting ready for Sea Trials, Herndon and 
their first summer training.  A word of advice to the Plebe 
parents going to watch the climb, be sure to get there early 
for a good view.  Temperatures can get warm so have some 
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USNA Parents’ Club of Northern Virginia 
 
 
 

Election of Board Members for 2006-2007 Academic Year 
 
When:                         Wednesday, April 26th, 2006 

Drinks  6:30pm 
Dinner  7:15pm 
 

Where:                        Army Navy Country Club - Fairfax  
3315 Old Lee Highway 

                                    Fairfax, VA 22030 
(Directions and Map on Page 2) 

 
Guest speaker:            Col. Arthur J. Athens, USMCR 
                                    Distinguished Military Professor of Leadership 
                                    United States Naval Academy 
 
Cost:                           $33.00 per person, includes dinner, tax and tip 
 
Dress:                         Business Dress, Coat and Tie recommended. 
                                    Please where your Parents’ Club Name Tag! 
 
RSVP:                        By Monday April 17 th, please send your reply (form below) and dinner selection and 

fee. 
                                     

Please join us! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

USNAPCNVA Annual Dinner and Membership Meeting 
 
Names: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dinner selections:  (Include salad, rolls, dessert, coffee or tea) 
 

· Broiled Atlantic Salmon        #_________ 

· Chicken Cordon Blue             #_________ 

· Prime Rib                               #_________ 
 

                        Total Dinners               _________   X  $33.00 each = __________________ 
 
Mail form and fee (payable to USNAPCNVA) by Monday 4/17/2006 to:  

USNAPCNV 
c/o May-King Connolly 
11632 Crest Maple Drive 
Woodbridge, VA  22192 
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Directions to the Army-Navy Country Club – Fairfax 
 
From Rt-50 and the Beltway: 

·      Go west on US-50 approx 2.5 miles 
·      The Fairfax Circle is the next light after you pass through the intersection of Rte 50 and Pickett Road.  As you ap-

proach the circle, veer to the right and go counter clock-wise around three-quarter of the circle.  Veer right (as you pass 
the Shell Service Station on your right) onto Old Lee Highway.  Go approximately a quarter of a mile. 

·      Turn left into the Country Club 
 
 
From I-66 and Chain Bridge Road (Rte-123): 

·     At the I-66 and Chain Bridge Road exit, take Chain Bridge Road north.  Go approx 0.6 mile. 
·     Turn right onto Jermantown Road.  Go approx 2.0 miles. 
·     Turn right onto Old Lee Highway.  Go just about 0.1 mile to the Fairfax Circle.  Go around the circle, staying on Old 

Lee Highway. 
·     Go another quarter of a mile. 

Turn left into the Country Club.  
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Fall football schedule: 

 

DATE                   OPPONENT                       LOCATION 

09/02/06                East Carolina                      Annapolis 

09/09/06                Umass                                  Annapolis 

09/16/06                Stanford                               Away       

09/23/06                Tulsa                                    Annapolis 

09/30/06                Connecticut                         Away 

10/07/06                Air Force                             Away 

10/14/06                Rutgers                                Annapolis 

10/28/06                Notre Dame                         Baltimore 

11/04/06                Duke                                    Away 

11/14/06                Eastern Michigan               Away       

11/18/06                Temple                                 Annapolis 

12/02/06                Army                                   Philadelphia 
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Tickets available on-line at www.navysports.com 


